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St. Patrick' s Day Aphids and Scorch
Unfortunately I have noticed some

Greetings to one little green APHIDS on a few of our

iris. Wouldn't you know that as soon
am a'" « Even if you as we decided that we had better
spray that the weather threatened
rain , so as of this mriting we have
not spraved . 1 have been reading
about the possible link betwean
aphids and scorch. There seems to be
many indications that these insects
carry the virus that causes this
scourge of Tall Bearded iris . They
are reported to not "like" iris , but
that does not mean they will not
"sample” them . It is when thay bite
into the iris leaf that they intro -
duce the virus .

aren't krish by birth , vyou
can still be kish for one
day . HAVE A GOOD DAY
AND MONTH .
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You will need it soon .




0Old and New —
about the same.

I have read numerous articles in
the old AIS Bulletins ( that I hawve
access to?» and I have come to the
conclusion that not much has
changed over the past 40 wvears or
so. Oh there have been many new
introductions and new improved
fertilizers and chenicals for insect
and disease control . But the prob-—
lems , complaints and comments have
not changed . Over the years people
hawve written wanting to know why
the hybridizers don't try to restore
hardiness to the (TB) iris , why more
research isn't being done to find
causes and or cures for the differ—
ent iris diseases ; such as scorch ,
Pineappling , rot etc .

The disease problems hawve not
changed . People complained about
the different rot diseases . Then as
now there didn't seem to be any sure
fire method .There were and are as
mnany different treatments as there
were people writing about them .

The names of the chenicals hava
changed and , I would assumne , have
improved . Personally I don't like to
usae too many " poisons “ . I don't
think they are " good " for me or
the enwvironment . BUT as a last
resort , I do use some .

Also therae seemed to ba many dif-
ferent ideas on the " correct " cul-
tural methods for growing the dif -
ferent iris varieties.But I think
that is par for the course. I truly
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believe that gardening of any kind
is a matter of personal preference,
as well as trial and error . If one
method works for yvyou, fine and
dandy . But if the method you are
using doesn't seem to be producing
the kind of "beauties" that yvou are
dreamning of seeing , then try some -
thing else _

Many growers through the years
have written and asked why not go
back to the old diploids ( they were
almost fool-proof ) and start over ;
others have written to state that it
would be foolish to toss out all that
the experienced hybridizers have
acconplished over the yvears .

BUT from all ay reading I have
come to the conclusion that the iris
growers of yvester—-years were as en-—
thusiastic as the growers of today .

IRIS

SIBCRIAN

Siberian iris bloom about the same
time as Tall Bearded Iris. The flowers
are long lasting. They require a rich
wmoist so0il , but once established .,
they demand less care than other
iris types. Plant in spring or fall ,
3 to 4 inches apart. Division is rare
vy needed . You might want to use
some tyvpe of loose mulch during the
summer to help keep the roots on
the cool sida.

The Siberian Iris is
Flower of Tennessee .

the State




Fiotwer Hrrangementg

by Ravmwmond Dragon

Flower arrangements seem to make
any flower show look better . So if
possible lets try to make The New
Braunfels Show the best wvet by enter
ing an arrangement or 2 .

I will try to pass along a few tips
that will possibly help vyou get start-
ed .

Remember this is an IRIS SHOW , so
the arrangement should contain iris .

There are many containers that
can be used . Such as flat containers
shallow bowls , bubble bowls , pitchers,
Jugs , bud wvases , tall vwvases , urns
and many more . Choose a container
that will not owver power or compete
with the
wvour arrangement .
There a2 number of different types

of " machanics " that vou can use to

iris that wou select for

secure yvour arrangement to the con-
tainer ; you could use a needle-point
holder or Oasis . You will also need to
secure the holder to the container ,
for this wou will need florist clay .,
follow the instructions for use on
the package . Also vyou could use wire
such as chicken wire , crumpled to
fit your container .

To make an arrangement look good
it must have proportion . If vyou use
a low , flat container , remember the
height of the arrangement should be
2 172 times the width of the container
If you use a tall container , such as
a vase , the height of the arrange —
ment should be 2 12 times the height
of the vase . The overall height and
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make any arrangement

width of the arrangement should not
excede the height and width of the
backgrounds supPpPlied for arrange -
ments .

Be sure to cover your" mechanics "
with plant material or moss so it will
not show { and detract from vyour
arrangement » .

Try to follow the theme supplied by
the Iris Show Schedule . Some Artistic
Judges like to have a card noting
vour interpretation of wour flower
arrangement .

In flower arrangements there has
iris show
flower arrangement the iris is the
So do not wuse other

to be a focal point , in an

focal point .
flowers that will overpower the iris
in your arrangement . Try not to use
too many colors . Keep it simple , but
eve catching . You can use a branch
of a bush , perhaps as wyour line or
to add height to yvour arrangement.
Also other foliage may be used as a
filler or to cowver wour " mechanics ".

Be sure to " condition " your plant
material , that is give them drink
of water , before working with themn.

So try vour hand at it and the
the best of luck .

These basic shapes

beautiful

Triangle

Fles annang




SASS BROTHERS

The Sass brothers ,
cane from Germany as young boys
and settled on a Nebraska farm. Both
boyvs becane
flowers while they were quite vyoung _
This led to a lifelong ™ hobby " , with
the growing and hybridizing iris be -
coming their main interest .

Hans went on to become a botonist ,
while Jacob more or less "stayed " on

Hans and Jacob

interested in growing

the farm .

The brothers worked closely , in a
friendly rivalry . They spent nearly
40 years breeding iris . They crossed
runila with T B to produce interme-
diates . They produced fall bloomers .
They produced fine blues , plicatas ,
blends and many other colors.

They issued a joint price list yvear-
ly , with brief descriptions .

Hans won 2 Dyvkes Medals ; 1 in 1931
for Rameses ( a russet , pink , vellow
blend ) and the other in 1942 for
Prairie Sunset ( a peach , apricot ,
buff , gold blend ). Hans was awarded
the Hybridizers Medal in 1941 and the
Foster Memorial Plagque in 1947 , two
vears before his death in 1849 .

Jacob also won 2 Dykes Medals ; 1
in 1941 for The Red Douglas ( a near
red ) and the other in 1948 ( 3 years
after his death in 1945 ) , Ola Kala
(a yvellow ). He was awarded the
Hybridizers Medal in 1941 .

Jacob was an AIS director 1931-1933.
Both brothers were charter members
of the American Iris Society .
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Newsflyer printer’s back

Did you notice some funny looking
Print on pages 3 and 4 of February's
Newsflyer 7 NO it was not your eve -
sight playing tricks on wvou . Those
2 pages were printed on a different
Printer , and the print does look
funny ( as compared to my NF print-
er ). Tell you what happened . The NF
Printer got "sick" and started going
"nuts" scrambling letters and symbols
all over the paper. I sure could not
use it , so I had to send it "home" for
some " treatments "( repairs that is ).
The factory rep . told us they had a
3 day turn around on repairs . But
actually it was more like 2 weeks . Of
course I telephoned to inquire about
it the morning of the day that I
received it . While the printer was
being repaired , time was running
out , it was getting close to the end
of January and I did not have those
2 pages printed . " Panicville ". So I
dug out my original printer and used
it . So now wou know what happened

The Newsflver printer is back and I
am glad .
You never miss the water . . .
until the pipes freeze .
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We have no

=

for the

birthdays listed
month of March.
In case someone forgot
to list their birthday , I
would like to wish a

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to you.

GET A LIFT FROM IRIS

Take a lock at the IRIS.

They make vyou feel so gay .
There's a new supply to cheer vou ,
Blooming ewvery day .

Some like the snow capped mountains .
Some like the heavenly hue .
Some like the beautiful rainbow ,
All covered with glistening dew .
They start to open in the morning ,
Bright like the golden sun .

They make the day mnore pleasant
And £ill it with Jjoy and fun .
They fill your day with surprises,
With beauty and content
A day
Is a

........

spent with the iris
day happily spent .

Hritten by Zeffa Jones
from a past issue of A1 & Bulletin .

NEXT MEETINGS :

IRIS SOCEETY of AUSTIN
Wwill meet 7:30pm at
ZLKER GARDEN CENTER
on MARCH 10,1987 .
Program to be announc—
ed at meeting.

on MARCH 17 ,
Lorraine and Ray Dragon
of Manchaca will dive a
program on Tall Bearded
iris DISEASES and PESTS.



IRIS, NOW IS ABOUT THE TIME FOR
THAT PRE-BLOOM BOOST . 4 WEAQAK SOLU-
TION OF ALL-PURPOSE( LOW NUMBERED )
FERTILIZER WILL HELPYOUR IRIS
TO WAKE UP AND GROW .

WATER IN WELL .

IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY FED YOUR
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